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In a diſcourſe, ſhewing how neceſlarie 


and conuentent it 1s : for their neighbouring Countries, 
as well as the Netherland Proutnces, ro 
Trade into the Weſt Indies. 


eAnd by moſt urgent and good reaſons, pro- 


ging that by the Weſt Fndian Trade now eretted in 


Ho 11 and, the ſaid Companyſball receiue great benefit, 
the Hollander: greater ——_— 21nd the Spaniard more 
hurt, aud greater diſaduantage then 


cxey be r!cemed before, 


As alſo the great profit and commodity 


the ſaid beds haucrcaped and receiued, during 
"the time of.24. yeares that the ſaid Company 


hath Traded into the 
Eaſt Indies. 
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MORE EXCELLENT 
OBS ER þ A FS OF 


of Holland. 


A 1R, in conformity of my promiſe to reſolue 
ou of certaine queſtions, in your Letter 
2 lately ſentvnto ince, ſer downe; I thoughe 
V YA good at this prefent,orderly to make ani{wer 
KL thereunto, nothing doubting, bur rhat you 
ſhall thereby receine good contentment and ſatisfattion. 
The firſt queſtion. 

Whether it had not beene better and more commodlt- 
ous for the vnited Netherland Prouinces, to hauc made a 
new truce with the King of Spaz/ze for twelue yearcs more, 
with leauing of the Eaſt Indian Trade, then by continuing 
the ſame, to begin warre againe, and to be debarred of the 


Spaniſh Trade ? 


Anſmere. 


It is true, that friendſhip, commerſe, and connerſation, 


are the necefary conſequences of peace, according to the 
generall lawes of nature,of all people,and of all times,con- 
nerſation and commerſe, being fignes of friendthip, and 
of peace, which is denied to no man, but to an enemie, 

In ſuch manner that there is no example extant, or to be 
fonnd, that there was cuer any treaty of peace made or 
concluded, with the vnited Netherland Prouinces, vpon 
condition that conucrſation and commetrſe ſhould be cx- 
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(2) | 
cepted and prohibited vntothem , for that were no peace, 
buta certaine and true baniſhment, which alwaycs is deſer- 
ned and<excepted betweene enemies andeuill docrs, | 

Therefore the propofition made by the Spaniards, to 
debarrevs from trading into the Eaſt India, firſt ſhewerh 
and declareth a manifeſt kind of varcaſonablcnefle and in- 
juſtice. Secondly, an open caution and deceit , by words 
declaring vs to be a free ſoueraigne Srare, and in cffe& ma- 
/ king vs to be of worſe condition, then cucrwe were vnder 
- SoucraignePrinces, which is wholy without any reaſon or 

ground : for although we had not traded into the Eaſt In-. 
dies before the warre began, yet we had reaſan, right, and 
freedome, to hauc done it, /zre gemimum, which was neuer 
taken from vs by any man. 

The King of Spezwe, when hee was Lord of theſe Coun- 
tries,hadno lawtull power, in reſpe of his Spaniards, to 
take that from vs, for that he was bound by oath, re main- 
taine and vpold theſe Countrics in their freedomes & pri- 
uiledges of Trading and Trafhquing , whereof without all 
doubt the free vic and bencfit of the Sea, of the avre.and of 
eraffick throughout all che world,is the principalleſt point: 
and doing the contrary, he ſhould haue dealtwith vs con- | 
trary to his Oath , in ſuch manner that wee challenge that [ 
freedome which from the beginning of the warre wee al- 
wayes had, for that free cralficln vpon the Sea,throughout 
the whole world lics open for vs, whereof without warre 
and by force, we cannot be debarred nor hindred. 

And that wee that are Batauians (whoſe liuing depen- 
dcth vpon the Seas) and which are the beſt Marchanes,and 
Sca-taring men,in the whole world,ſhould be debarred or 
deniedof,& frothevſe of the greatcſt part of theSeas,and 
of the moſtnotable parts and traffick of the whole world, 
is the greateſt preſumption that can or may be imagined, 
ſpecially when men will extcnd the ſame, to _ King- 
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domes & countries,where dos hauenothing to de,& ouct 
the Seas, ouer the which he hath no c6mand: the vie wher. 
of we gentiuns is free forall men; and whereof no manin 
the world hath any particular commaund or authority. 

And it is ſure, that this ſhould be an vndoubred ſubuer- 
fion of oureſtate, which in this great warre cannor ſtand 
and ſubſiſt, without free Trade of Marchandiſc and Sca- 
faring , as being the onely meanes that God hath appoin- 
ecd for our maintainance, and the morethar the quantity 
of our Sca-faring and traficke diminiſheth, according to 
the ſame proportion,the ſtrength & power of theſe Coun- 
tries would alſo bee weakened and decay, for that our 
Townes and Inhabitants cannot be maintained, much lefſe 
can wehaueany generall poweror meanes,by the inlandiſh 
benefits, of commoditics,or rents and reucucwes, as other 
great Countries and Kingdomes may and can, becauſe our 
Countrey is to littlc,therefore we muſt hauc all chat, our 
of the Sca and Sca-faring. 

Now to let you ſee how much we ſhould be hindered,if 
weſhould leaue off the Eaſt Indian Tradcand the like hin- 
derance we hold conſequently alſo faile of touching the 
power and ſtrength of theſe Countries, I will proceede to 
cell you, bur firſt I will diſcourſe of the Eaſt Indian Trade, 
and after that of the Weſt Indies, 

To make a true eſtimation of the hinderance and hurt as 
aforcſaid : firſt we muſt vnderftand , what aduentures and 
proſperity we hauc had by the ſaid Trade, Inthe Records 
of the Eaſt Indian Company it appeareth, that from Ano 
1595.t0 4mn0 1601.included,they ſent out 46.fhips,wher- 
of there arriued 43. again in theſe Countries rich] 

Ships that brought for returne,(al! charges deducted)two 
hundred and thirty Tunnes of gold, clearc gaynes for the 
Marchants of the ſaid Company. 

Further , by the Records and Bookes of the ſaid Eaſt 
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Indian Company : 'itis alfo (ſhewed , that for the ſpace of 
tenen'yeares wee had ſillabout 30. ſhips continually in 
Eaſt India, with 5000. Sea-farmg men, and that they ex- 
peed to receiue from thenceat leaſt 300. Tunnes of gold 
in capitall, beſides that which they had in the land. Now 
I referre it to your judgement , what the ſaid Company in 
the laſt enſuing tenne yeares vnrtill this time hath gayned? 
who within the time of ſixe moneths, haue hada good re- 
turne of 40. Tunnes of gold. I doubt not bur you haue 
heard of the rich lading that the rwo ſhips brought he- 
ther, within the ſpace of a moneth,, being valucd to bee: 
worth 24. Tunnes of gold, in ſuch manner, that the parti- 
cular partners from An» 1605.(cuery mans full aduenture 
being delinered in) haue gayned vponeuery hundred Gil- 
dernes, vntill this day, in ready money, the ſumme of 200, 
Gildernes, and whenſocuer any man will ſell his ſtocke 
(which at this time hee hath in the Company). which hee: 
may doc when hcewill , hee may for euery hundred haue 
230. Gildernes : whereunto are the Intereſt, which the 
ner (fromthe firſt money received) to this preſent 
iaue gayncd, whichalfo is halfeacapitall, there reſterh to 
the partners particularly, vpon euery hundred,if they haue 
ventured and traded 16. yeares in the Eaſt Indian Com- 
pany, in cleare gaynes about 400.Gildernes. | 
I ſpeake not this by report, butas a witnefle thereof, be- 
ing one of the partners, that haue reccined my part of the 
gaync, and may haue the reſt within 8. dayes if I will ſell 
my ſtocke, which I may at all times doe : bur at this pre- | 
fent I intend not to doeit, for we hope, that our portions 
by meanes of our good ſucceſfe in the Eaſt Indian Trade, 
«(wherewith I will hereafter more at large acquaint you) in 
tew moneths will be much better, 
Bur it may be, yon will ſay, that this profit is great, and 
very good for thy particular partners inthe ſaidCom pany, | 
s : ut | 
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but what benefit doth thereby ariſe vnto the publique 
Common-wealth > whereunto I anſwere ; firſt, tharno 
Marchants in Trafficking, nor partners in Companies pur 

in their ſtockes, but onely for their owne particular gaine; 
yet it is moſt true, that the publicke Common-wealth, 
ſhould bee much more interrefſed , then the particular 
Traders, by leauing the Eaſt Indian Trade : for beſides 
this, that the publicke onely conſiftcth of the particular, 
and that the particular maketh the publicke, and that the 
publick is powerfull and rich,according to the proportion 
that the particular bath and aboundeth withall; yet it is 
moſt true, that the particular without the publick,and not 
the publick without the particular may be, and ſubſiſt, by 


this meanes , that the particular going and with-drawing 


it felte into other Countries, can as well-venture from 
thence into the Indies,as in theſe Countries. But the pub- 
lick muft ſtay, and ſee it ſelfe become weake , and decreaſe 
in force and power, as her Trade and Trafhicke decaycth, 
For according to the proportion thereof , neceſlarily alſo 
the number of Inhabirants decreaſcrh , and the power of 
che publique likewiſe. 

Beſides this, conſidering that the Ships and Saylers, 
that are.yſed by che particular Company , are great and 
many , which without any charge to the Countrey are 
maintained and paid, and daily employed, vpon all occur- 
rents to be vicd by the Countrey, without the which it is 
impoſſible to hauc any power at Sca ; as wee ſee and well 
know, that the greateſt Kingdomes hauc no power at Sca, 
according to the proportion of their puiſſance and might, 
but onely according to the proportion, of the Trade and 
Trafhcke that they hauc and vie intheir Countries. | 

Secondly, we may by the Trade vicd by the fgid Come 
pany, vntill the yearc 1614. included, declare and prouc, 
that the cuſtome houſes of che Country,by mcancs of con- 
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uvoyes, lycences, tolls, and cuſtomes , which the ſaid Eaft 
Indian Company haue,and pay,inward and outward, haue 
profited and receiued aboue 35. Tunnes of gold, for the 
which the States ofthe land , haucar fome times (as neede 
required)ayded the faid Company towards their warres in 
India, with money and ſhips : partly to caſe rhe ſaid Com. 
_ of ſome portion of their charge. Now, what they 
ue received in the cuſtome houſes of the Country, from 
Ano 1614.t0 Anno 1621.without doubt it isa greater ſum, 
and much more then the former, noting what a rich re- 
rurne they haue had within theſe ſeuen yeares, 
Now to ſhew what furtherance & benefit the common 
people haue had and gotten by rhis Eaſt Indian Trade, we 
mult note, that a Fleer of 12.ſhips,doth coſt inmoney and 
all other things thereunto-belonging , about eighteene 
Tunnes of gold, to ſet and ſend it foorth : and commonly 
there is notaboue 5.0r 6. Tunnes of gold in ready money q 
ſent out with it: all the reſt is bought and prepared here in 
the land, to the great benefit and welfare ofthe Countrey, 
and gayned by the Inhabitants, that fell and deliuer the 
ſame. And cuery ſhip that comes home againe, one with 
another, paycth abouc a Funne of gold for monethly wa- 
ves, whereby the Officers and Saylers alſo are inriched, 
which alſo is gotten and ſpent by and among the Inhabi- | 
rants : whereby it is manifeſt , what the common people 
hauc profited; befides the greatrnumber of ſo many thou- 
ſand people, that by meanes of this Frade afore-ſaid, are 
ſer on worke, and well payd for it,to the great comfort and 
beneftr of many poorepeoplke. In ſuch manner, that the 
laſt yeare when I was at Amſterdam, I faw not one idle va- 
gabond nor begger (for ſuch as are ſicke, are prouided for 
anthe Hoſpitalls) goc abour the ftreetes to begge, whicls 
ood orderis alſo obſcrued in ſome other Townes. 


Thirdly, to ſhew what che publicke IO" 
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hath yet further gotten by this Trade, you muſt vnders. 
ſtand , that the greateſt profit of the land conſifteth in the 
moſt great hurt and damage which the Enemy hath firſt 
and laſt endured, and yet endureth in Eaſt India: for ſince 
that wee were prohibited to Trade and Trafficke in Spaire, 
and other of che Spaniſh territories (which not withſtand 

ainſt his will , by other Nations wee doe continue with 
good profit) ſome of our Marchants in Ava 1595. with 
reſolute and good courages (which God without doubt 
endowed them withall) ſayled proſperouſly into the Eaft 
Indies, and there firſt began our Trade. And notwith- 
ſtanding, that the Portugales and Spaniards fought by all 
the meancs they could art che firſt to debarre and keepe vs 
from it: neuerthelefſe , wee abſtained not the next yeare, 
happily to proceed therewith againe. VVhereby we being 
but a imall number of Partners in the ſaid Company, 
brought and procured the mighticſt Potentates of all Eu- 
rope, to be our Enemies : who well conſidering the conſe- 
quence thereof, ſought all the meanes they could to reme- 
dic the fame, and ioyned the pawerof Ca/tz/e and Portugale 
together, (ſuch and fo great, as ina hundred yeares betore 
the like was neuecr heard of) not onely to let and hinder 
the proceeding of our happy Trade, or ar leaſt to ſtay ita 
while, butalſo there-withall to bereucngedon the Kings, 
Princes, and Countries, with whom, in the name of the 
Prince of Oraxge, we had a contracted aliance . In reſpec 
whereof, (the honour and reputation of the Countrey re- 
quiring it) it fought ro prote& and defend our opprefſed 
Company, whereby warre throughout Eaſt Indian (to the 
great colt and charges of our Company) began, and yet 
to the great hurt and hinderance of our Enemies , which 
may be noted & conſidered hereby, that from Anz» 1596. 
wee haue oucrcome and ſpoyled eleven of his great huge 
Carckets, Gallyes, and other great ſhips , and hauc made 
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about 40. ofhis ſhips vnſcruiceablez beſides thoſe, that in 
the laſt tenne yeares enſuing , we haue ſpoyled and taken : 
whereby our Enemies trade there, hath beene greatly im- | 
paired. and ours, by Gods blefiing (who onely is to bee z 
raiſed therefore) ro the admiration of the whole world, 
4 15 greatly encrcaſed. In ſuch manner, that the ſtaple of all 
manner of Spices, and other rich and coſtly Wares,which 
for the ſpace of 200. yeares togerher was in Yenire, (where- 
by the ſaid Towne encreaſed and became exceeding rich) 
and after that by mcanes of their Nauigation , was in Poy- 
zugale, for the ſpace of tov. yeares :and laſtly, for 25. yeares 
hath beenc in Hwlandand Zealand, and fince that by a good 
agreement made , the laſt yeare was alſo brought into 
Exgland : in fuch ſort, that the King of Spaiwes Marchants, 
were forced, inthe ſaid yearcs afore-ſaid (contrary to all 
mens expeQations) to buy Nutmegs, Cloucs and Mace, 
of vs. Now alſo to know what great hinderance the King 
of Sparxe receiueth in his Cuſtomes and Tolles yearcly,you 
muſt remember that which I thall tell you,all Caracks and 
Gallcons, that are made and prepared by the particular 
Company, to ſayle outward, muſt not ſayle to Eaſt India, 
withourt leaue,and ſatisfying the Kings cuſtome, and being 
returned againe out of Eaſt India, into Portwgale, the Fa- 
Qors or Partners muſt deliuer a iuſt note of their lading, 
fealed vp and figned by the Officers in Eaſt India, after that 
the Officers in Portaga/c agree with the Company or Part- 
ners for the Kings cuſtome , which amounteth to a grear 
fumme of money , at the lcaſt half a Capitall : which 
Wares when they are caricd outof Portugalc into other of 
the ſaid Kings Kingdomes, muſt againe pay cuſtome, and 
when they are caried from thence into ether Provinces, 
the King hath the third and laft tel! of them: all this being 
calculated into one ſumme, will amount vnto yearely for 
the King aboue 100. Tunnes of gold , beſides the mm 
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dured firſt & laſt in their ſhips and goods,and yet endure. 

Hauing ſhewed what the Partners haue profited the 
1 Common-wealth ,and the Inbabitants thereof, by the Eaſt 
: Indizn Trade, and yet doeprofit them; as alſo what great 
damage and lofle, the King of Spaime with his Portugale 
Subiects by this meanes hath receiued, and endured : now 
I willbricfly declare,the preſent ſtate of the ſaid Company 
in Eaſt India. You muſt vnderftand , that marter of ]raf- 
ficke is in very good termes , which wee hope by Gods 
help and bleffing , ſhall from yeare to yeare ſtill be beiter 
and bertter,now the Engliſh-men (by meanes of a contra 
made with them a yeare fince)ioyne their forces with ours, 
and we for our parts bauec in Eaſt India, that are commin 

home and here in the Countrey , aboue 50. (hips, double 
furniſhed with luſty Saylers, as alſo all other things fitfor 
the Warre, and for ſo long a voyage, and abour 10. ftrovg 
Forts, whereof ſome we haue taken from the Enemy ; the 
reſthaue beene erected at the great coſt and charges of the 
Company, and made defenſible, which for the ſecurity of 
our owne people and goods, asalfo for the defence of our 
confederatcs are ſufficiently prouided, Laſtly, when they 
of Baxtem began to lay an extraordinary toll vpon our Na- 
tion,and cauſed vs to pay 50.procextocuſtoime,and yet we 
could not for all that obtaine licence of them, to build a 
Warchouſe of Stone and Morter, for the ſecurity of our 
Fares and Marchandiſes, for that being of wood, itwas 
twice burnt : we were conſtrained to tranſport our Trade 
in Z47tam to another conuenient place, which is a firme 
Iland, and hath many good and conuenient Hauens in it : 
for in my Writings I finde, that fine yeares paſt, Afatar ans 
the great Emperour of /asa, who is able to bring 300.thou- 
ſand men into the field , dwelling about 100. miles diſtant 
from Bartars , had alfo ſought to make ſome contratt of 
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aliancewirh vs, offering to deliuer vs Pepper toll free, and 
licence to build vs a Caſtle of Morter and Stone, with all 
things conuenient in /para, which was not well lik'd of by 
the King of Bantam, and his Lieutenant: Arlaſt our Nati- 
on built a conuenient Towne about 7acarra , reaſonably 
well fortified , and callcd it Batawia , where there are 
about 1000. houſes of all Nations, there to Trafficke and 
deale in Marchandize, which is defended and goucrned 
by a Goucrnour, Scowt, and other Othcers, for the main- 
tainance of good goucrnment and policy, and to admini- 
ſter Iuſtice vato cucry one: and to the end that before all 
other things, Gods ſcruice and honour raight be maintai- 
ned, whereby the blinde Heathens might be brought our 
of their great darkneſle, and young children taught the 
knowledge of the truth of Ieſtis Chriſt our Saviour: the 
Company diligently and caretully tooke order, to ere a 
Church and a Schoole therein, ro thewhich end they ſent 
therher certaine learned men , as at the firſt alfo they did, 
which with great benefit and encreaſfe, haue t: ught the 
Heathens the Goſpell of Chriſt in their owne language, 
as well as vnto our men in their langnage : In ſuch man- 
ner,that a King and a Prince of Amboina, (where the Coun- 
trey people are much addicted vnto diuelliſh and heathe- 
niſh ſuperſtitions ) ſent two of their ſonnes into theſe 
Countries,witha Letter written vnto the Prince of Oraage, 
ro haue them brought vp at Schoole, and tavghr our lan- 
guage, and Chriſtian Religion, that they might attheir re- 
turne into Eaſt India, be a meanes of planting the Church 
of Charſt there in India, and learne how to defend their 
owne natiug Countrey, Vee are heartily to pray vnto 
God, that he will be pleaſed to fend more true Shepheards 
thether, that willingly and out of meere loue, will vnder- 
take that long voyage, te feed the blinde Sheepe, that they 
may by mcancs of true faith , be brought vnto the fellow- 
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ſhip of his heavenly Kingdome and glory : which the 
Company beforeall things onghr ſpecially tohauca care 
of, (which I and other of my fellow partners hauc hearri! 
cntzeated them to vndertake , thereunto choofing ſuck, 
men, as by their godly liues and hehautours, may be an ex- 
ample vnto others, thatſo our Spirituall exerciſes, toge. 
ther with our temporall Trade of Marchandiſe , may the 
better be blefſed, and profper. This fhall ferue onely for 
- an aduiſe , now that I may fully make anſwere vnto your 
firſt queſtion, Iwill brictly ſpeake ſomewhat of the Spa- 
niſh Trade, whercof in the end of your propofition you 
make mention. | 

I ſaid before , that notwithſtanding the King of Spain's 
interdiction againft vs made, tonching the ſame, neuer-- 
thelefle we cnioy it by meanes of other Nations: for you 
muſt certainly be perſwaded,that we were not bereft there- 
of here in theſe Countries,it younote, that all manufaQters, 
both for price and dealing in other parts into Spaize, is no- 
thing lefloned, In ſuch fort, that weſhall winnothing by 
the Spaniſh Trade, but obrainea litele bettering thereof, 
yet with doubtfull ſecurity, for if he ſhould graunt vs free- 
dome of Trade there, then wee ſhall haue liberty to goe 
thither , which is more then many men thinke of. OT CON» 
ceiue, forheſorhis part thereby, hath his cuſtome, which 
1s very great, and Sp4/ze would be vittualed by vs intime 
ofnecd,and we for our parts ſhould put ourſtocks, people; 
fhips, and Ordnance intohis hands,therewith to opprefle 
our ſelues or our friends, whereunto he would want no oc- 
caſions,as wee hauec heretofore well found, and by experi- 
ence tried, whereof it is needleſſe here to produce any cx- 
amples, 

Herewith I wil conclude my anſwer to the firſt queſtion, 
and proceed to the ſecond,and hauingfatisfied you there- 
in,l will make a finall reſolutionof them both, 
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| Theſecond queſtion. ; 


For that wee haue no Townes nor Forts in Weſt India, 
land the Spaniardsfor the ſpace of an hundred yeares at the 
caſt, haue had & inhabited the moſt part of the Countrey, 
and the Hauens there, where they trade, with the Indians 
that now are left therein to their great profit and aduan- 
rage. Iris therefore out of hope, and no apparance at all, 

 thatour Weſt Indian Company ſhall be able with any ad- 
- uantageto trade there againſt the Enemies wills , becauſe 
ſome men are of opinion, that the moſt difficulty will con- 
ſiſt in the ereting of certaine Colonies in vaknowne pla- 
ces,where they haue no friends, without the which Colo- 
nies, our Marchants can haue no ſecurity of Trade, as you 
muſt of force confeſle, for the King of Spaine will not ceaſe, 
by all the meanes hee can to let and hinder the ſame, and 
thoſe that live ſecurely here, will alſo be doubrfull,to truſt 
their monies out in ſtrange elements , where thewinde 
blowes it away, and where men (hal not in long time heare 


of it againe. 


Anſwere. 

I aſſure my ſelfe, when you ſhall haue read my Letter, 
you will not bedoubtfull as you make ſhew of, and there- 
fore I will not ſpare, to put you out of thar ſcruple, and al- 
ſo to takethe like away from others. When wee in Anno 
1594.reſolued in the yeare enſuing, with a ſmall Fleere (as 
afore-ſaid) to ſayle into the Eaſt Indies , wee then had no 
forts nor friends in thoſe Countries; ncuertheleſſe the 
; Portugales then inhabited , and had ſtrong Townes and 
is Forts therein, andfarre ſurpaſſed our power for quantity 
of ſhips, yet we then began (in the.name of God) to Trade 

there, andnotwithſtanding the ſame thenext yearce, with | 
good ſucceſle continued it, (which wee muſt praiſe God i 
k for) vntill che yearc of our Lord 1605. and then obtayned 


2 lycence of the States to ereft a Company , at the _ 
| | cular | 
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cular coſts and charges of the ſaid Company, (whereof 

the Capitall in the ſaid Az19 1605, was fully brought in 
, and payd) which amounted vnto about 65. Tunnes of 
} gold: what notable effe&ts (by Gods bleſſing) vntill chis 
time haue enſued thereupon (whereat both the Chriſtians 
and Hcathens themſclues doe wonder) In my former an- 
ſwere, I hauc already partly declared, whereby the Spaniſh 
Trade there; by our Trade, at this preſent is much decrea- 
ſed, whereto the contrary ours yearely encreaſeth: and ir is 
apparant , that ar laſt they may be driuen out of the Mo- 
luckoes Ilands, where the Cloues and Nutmegs grow,and 
(where they get lirtle or no aduantage being ſo much hin- 
dred by vs.) 

Now 1 will ſpeake of G#/#ea, where allo at the firſt wee 
had nor one foot of ground, and notwithſtanding that the 
Spaniards there had ſome ſtrong Forts and friends, yetwe 
Traded there in ſuch manner with 20. ſhips, and 4oo. men 
in them, that in time of warre, we dealt there for about 12. 
Tunnes of gold. - 

Likewiſe at Puzzckle de! Rey, in the Weft Indies, we ſayled 
Southward with 1060. great thips, and 1800. men in them, 
which yearely traded for fraight and Salt , which coſtno- 
thing butthe fraight, and brought m to the value of x0. 
Tunnes of gold. 

The trade for Hides to Cuba & Hiſpaniola, was followed 
with 20.ſhips and 1500.men in them, and there we yearely 
traffick,for 8.Tuns of gold at the leaſt, which in all amoun- 
teth vnto 180. ſhips, 8700. men, and the returne (by Gec's 
bleſſings) 130.Tunnes of gold,as you may ſee by the calcu- 
lation made by the directors Azzo 1608.which was openly 
printed and ſet forth the ſame yeare. 

But for that ſome men without knowledge or vnder- 
ſtanding,difſceurſe and ſpeake of the Welt Indian Trade, I 
wil briefly declare,whart benefit theſe Countries may reape 
by the faid Trade; which the beter to — muſt 

now, 
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know, wherein the greateſt part of theriches thereof con- 
fifterh, which is gotten therein by Spaniards, 

Secondly,by what meanes we may reape part thereof by 
Gods help,and hope of good ſuccefle. 

Laſtly, what furtherance, ſtrength, and power theſe vni- 
red Netherland Prouinces , and what good fuccefle the 
partners therein may thereby obtaine. 

The common opinion is, that thegreateſt riches ofthar 
Trade conſifteth in gold and filuer Mynes, which are in 
Weſt India: but itis notſo; for the greateſt riches at this 
time confiſteth in the ſeucrall ſorts ot Fruites , and other 
things that grow therein,as Sugar,Ginger,ladico, Coche-. 
uille, and other drugs,as alſo diuers kinds of wood, hides, 
pearles,and precious ſtones : and likewiſe in diuers ſorts of 
Manufactures that are caried thether , whereby the Mar- 
chants, Saylers, Peſants, and moſt part of other Handy- 
crafts men line. The gold and filuer hath beene a great 
profit vnto the King, when the Spaniards firſt entred into 
thoſc Countrics,where they found great quantity of gold, 
that had beene gathered together by the Indians ina long 
time: for the which,ſomemillions of poore innocent men, 
loſt therrliues in the Mynes, ſothat the gold at this time is 
much waſted away, and no more found 1n ſo great quanti- 
ty, and the greateſt riches at this day conſiſteth in the 


Wares aforeſaid thatare caricd to and fro, 


To ſhew this, I wil make no long diſcourſe of the riches, 
{that beſides gold and filuer)come out of the Weſt Indies, 
but oncly ſpeake ſomewhat of Brſi/za, wherein there is no 
Mynes of gold nor filuer, but onely Sugar, Cotton wool, 
Braiill wood, Conſerues and Ginger: but Ginger may 
not be brought out of Brsſi/i4 into Spazme, becauſc they of 
St. Domingo, (who for the moſt part ger their liutngs there- 
by,) may not be impaueriſhed, Yet the trade in Braſilia is 
one of the profitableſ trades in Welt India, whereby the 


Portugalcs get moſt profit, and where they (now they are 
EE almoſt 


| + +. 7 

almoſtbereft of Gu/n;« and the Eaſt Indies,or at leafl get little 
by them) maintaine their Trade. For out of Brefillja yearcly 
one with another,there is brought betweene 4o.and 5 2. thou- 
ſand Cheſts of Suger,which may be valued ( 2. third parts be- 
ing white, and bur 1. third part browne Suger) at 25. pourlds 
Flemiſh the Cheſt, then ſay it were 40. thouſand Cheſts, and 
cach Cheſt but 20.pounds Flemiſh, ir amounts to 800. thou- 
ſand pounds Flemiſh, which is 48.Tonncs of Golde,nor reck- 
aing Brafill wood,Cotton wooll,and other wares,which alſo 
are of great value: andthen the manufattures & other wares, 
that arc carried out of Portage! thether, which alſo amount 
ynto aſmuchas the Suger. 1r is true,that there is much mony 
alſo carryed thither our of Poriwgd, butthat is by reaſon that 
there is no othcr manufaQuures vicd there, then ſuch as the Pore 
ewgales themſelucs haue need of, but their Slaues, which are 
wany thouſands, haue nothing,becauſe moſt of them goe na- 
ked,and ſo get nothing elſe but their paines for their labours, 
_ and ofthe wilde Brafillians they get no aduantage thereby, 

becauſe they cfteeme nor of the viſe thereof, Where to the 
contrary,il we were there, we would get great furtherance and 
advantage alſo by our labours, and thereby trade would bee 
much increaſed. By this you may cafily perceiue, what great 
riches the wares of Weſt India altogether amount vnto, as al- 
ſo what the wares that are carryed Biker doc yecld, For in 
Nowua Spaxieand Perto, in ſome places there arc ſome Indians 
thatarc polliticke and weare cloathes as we doc. And if the 
Spaniards, by meanes of their great ſtrength, had nor for the 
moſt part rooted out the Inhabitants, where they command, 
without doubt, they ſhould haue reaped more furtherance 
thereby,then now they doe, for that the Indians would haue 
growne more Ciuill and polirickc, and to enioy the fruits that 

roccedfrom labour, would haue addicted theraſclues to la- 
oy | But now thoſe Countries for the moſt part are vupeo- 
pled of their natural! Inhabitants, and thoſe thar ſtill remaine 
thercip, arc had in ſuch Wy” that they have neitlier 
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hearts norwills, but had rather dye, then liue vnder their gov 
vernment. Thus I haue ſufficiently ſhewed, wherein the ri- 
ches of the Weſt Indian trade moſt confifteth, that is in the 
Wares and Marchandizes which ar2 in thoſe Countries, and 
other Countries haue nor, yet Golde and Siluer is not amiſle 
therewith to encreſe and augment the Frade. 

The meanes to bee perticipants in this Trade, is-to ere&t 
fome Colonies there, and the better to doe the ſame,we muſh 
fuffer the Veſt Indian Company to proceed in their Trade. 

For as inthe Article of che Truce it was agreed, that wee 

f. mighr trafique and trade in all places, Hauens, and Townes, 
Wm $ that were not vnder the King of Spazwes command,then there- 
by weare free to deale in Terra Florida, the Antilles, the whole 
— Sca coaſt of Gui4x: a great partof Bra/iltza, and fo forth to the 
= | Sraights of Mage#anes ; being 5 00.miles,where the Spaniards 
hauc no commaund, bur onely in Ro dels Plats, and further 
through the ſtraight De /a Mere in the rich Countrey of Chrls, 
W | and many other " ware and Ilands lying in the South Seca. 
\. I ſpcake norefthegreat riches,that arc to be found inward in 
| the Land, which haue aboundance of Gold, and other coſtly 
Wares and Marchandizes, the people whereof arc ſomewhat 
pollirticke, to whom the Spaniards can haue no acceſſe, where 
wee in time might obtaine their good-wills : in which Coun 
tries wee might ere our Colonies, and by that means tra. 
there, and without doubt better,conueniently, and with 
more profit then the Portuga/s and Caſiel{zans doe. Bur to tell 
what places at the firſt, were fitteſt to place our Colonies in I 
thinke it not conucnient, for that were a mcanes to ſome es 
D1iſcouer our intent , and thereby the Spaniards might bee 
forewarncd. 

Now ifcertaine Colonies were creed, by thatmeanes we 
would get the moſt part ofthe Trade & Trafique in the Weſt 
Indies into our hands, by reaſon that wecan ſ(cll and afferd all 
ManufaQures a hundred for one, better cheape then the Spa» 
naar can doe, and thoſe Wares that come our of Indi ar 
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better cheapevneo vs 50. inthe hundred, then vnto them, be3 
cauſe they ſtand vs in ſo much more,before we canbring them 
out of Spaive hither, and further our Countrymen by their in- 
duftry and labour, would advance themſclucs more then the 
Spaniards. 


We muſt not likewiſc bee perſwaded, that the Spaniards 


doc pofſeſſe and inioy all the fruittulleſt places in the weft 
tndics, and that there is none refling which they haue not in 
their hands which are good, temperare, fruitfull, and conue- 
"nient to dwell in, and to reape profit from thence, for wee 
know that continually hee maketh warre to winne ſome of 


them, which otherwiſe, by reaſon of the vnfitnes of his great = 


Ships, can not by him be well found our, as alfo by meanes of 
the reſiſtance,which the Indians there make againſt him,ſome 
ofthem are yet vnknowne vnto him. 

Beſides all this, the weſt 1zdles are ſo great and ſpacious, that 
he cannot poſſeſle the fame, whereby the fift part of the weft 
Indies, arc not yet found out by the Spaniards, neither is the 
fourth part thereof ſubicC to to the Spaniards. 

Some will make a great doubt inthe beginning of theſe 
matters, becauſe they are of opinion, that it will bee many 


yearcs before therewill be any profit or benefit gotten by this - 


Trade ; but they vnderſtand it not, for Suger and Ginger are 
all ready growne, which willbefo cafily done, that in a yeare 
and ahalte or two yearcsat the moſt, we thall reape fruites of 
ourPlantation. And when wee baue once begun, it will cn- 
creaſe cuery yeare. I fay nothing, that there wee may haue 
Salt, Wood, diuers colours for Dying, Tobacco, and other 
Wares,where by at the firſt wee may make ſome profit, atten- 
ding more. . | | 
If itbecanſwered, that the Portugale; and other Spaniards 
baue better and fatter meanes thercunto in theſe Countries 
then we may hauc, for that already they haue ſome Forts and 
places inthe Countrey ;I confeſſ. it, but when they came firſt 
thither, then they had not ſo good meanes nor opportuvity, 
C 2 ncither 
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neither for $hips nor other thinges, as wenow haue, and the 
rather, for that thoſe Countries arenow as well knowne vn- 
to vs, as-vnto them, and wee haue good meancs,out of ſome 
places bordering therein, ro get and obtaine all whatſocuer 
ſhall beneedfull and neceſſary, 

For vs to ercCt Colonies, which places are not heere to be 
ſroken of, but at the beginning the Spaniard: was forccd to 
haucall thinges out of Sp#zz,that he had need of, Thus I haue 
ſufficiently ſhewed, that the meanes to make vs paricipantsvf 
the Weſt [ndian Trade, is that wee muſt poffeſſe ſome places 
therein, with people our of theſe Countries, Now I will alſo 
ſhew whar great furtherance, firength, and commodity theſe 
Countries thall thereby obtaine. 

To ſhew this I willnot ſer downe, the Scituation, tempe- 
' ratenes, wholſome ayre, and good and fruittull grounds,that 
are inthe ſaid Weſt Indies, ncither «the great ſtore of Riuers, 
aboundance of foure footed Beaſts, Fowles, and Fiſhes, nor 
yet at large declare what Wares and Fruits growe there, but 
ina word [ will tel] you, that the Countrey is fit and conue- 
nientfor planting of Oyle, Wine, Suger, Ginger, Choche- 
nile, Cotton wooll, Indigo, diuers Drugs, and other Fruits, 
and to be ſhort, all thinges that Spaine and the Weſt Indies 
yeeldeth vnto vs,and theſe Countries hauenot ofthemlſclues, 
which then neceſſarily muſtneeds be a rich Trade.. 

That this Trade, is the richeſt trade in all Europe, I thinke 
it is without queſtion, for not onely Spaine getteth great ri- 
ches thereby, but all Europe alſo hath profited by the ſame. 
The example of the Spaniſh Marchants may ſufficiently 

- prouc it, who were wont to haue a. great Trade heerc inthe 
+ Netherlands, but when they began to feele and taſte, whar 
great commodity the VVeſt Indian trade brought vato them, 
they left this olde Trade to vs,& wholy or for moſt part,dealr 
intheir Veſt Indian trade, whereby beſides the great inipoſts 
and tolcs that they paycd, ordinarily they vſed to gct 50.and 
196, for a 160.gaines, The Netherlanders that dwelt iu Spaive, 
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and ſecretly had apart inthe ſaid gaine, can ſufficiently wit- 
nes the ſame, as alſo the great riches which the Genonefians 
haue gottenfrom thence. 

The profit that theſe Countries might reape by our Manu- 
faQures, will be more then that the Spaniards reape, becauſe 
we know that the Vares that are ſent from Spaine hither,muſt 
coſt much cuſtome and charges to be carryed from hence thi- 
cher. That the Marchant was wont commonly to gaine 20, 
proecmo by the ſame, ſometimes more, ſometimes !ciſe, In 
Spaine when it is brought in, the tolles and other charges a- 
mount to 20. procemto, and when it is carryed forth, afinuch 
more, and rhe charges from Spaize into the Jes arc rather - } 
more, then from theſe Countries, and if wee gained no more 1 
but that which is ſpared, by ſending the Wares from Spa-ne 
thither, it were more then ſufficient gaine, and I thinke the 
Marchants and the Weſt Indian Company heere, would bee 
well pleaſed with halfe thereof. | 


That our ManifaQuure may well be carried thither alſo .it is 
without all doubt,becauſc it is knowne that in times paſt rhey / 
were much vſcd to be fent thither by the Spaniards and Indi-. 
ans,which now would bee.done by thoſe of our Nation that 

octo dwell there, to haue them good cheape. And finding 
So commodity and profit, which they ſhould get by diuers 
wares comming out of theſe Countries, (as the like hapneth 
in Gu#nes,and hcere without queſtion would bec more when 
they dwelt among vs) then alſo they would worke, to ger” 
ſomething,and to doc it,one would apply himfclfeto Till the 
ſame, others to worke in the Mines, and Women would ſpin 
Cotton wooll, and winde Silke, for that by reaſon of the 
warmth of the Countrey, Silke wormes would proſper well 
there, which Cotton wooll and Silke , might bee brought 
hither into theſe Countries, ro make Fuſtians and other 

Wares,whereby we may ſce, that the ſame would yceld more 

Profit to theſe Countries then to the Spaniards, and what 
TT = 
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great furtherance and power theſes Countries might ger 
_ thereby, 7 
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And for that the Spaniard knowes well, that Trade of 


 Marchandize conſfiſteth in bringing of Wares and Marchan- 


dizes, from one Countrey into another, and that it is neceſ- 
ſary, that one Countrey ſhould abound in that, whereof the 
other hath want, Therefore hee will not ſuffer Oyle nos 
Wine to be planted in the weft 1ndzes, thereby to maintaine 
Traffque, whereunto wee ſhall haue much better commodi- 
 /; then the Spaniard or any Countrey in Europe. For when 
wee ſhall plant Vines, Oliue trees, Orange trees, and Suger 
there, we ſhall not oncly ſerue the Netherlands, bur allo other 
Prouinces and Kingdomes, out of /#dija therewith, in ſuch 
manner, that by the decay of the Spaniſh trade, conſequently, 
there muſt enſue, & greateclipſe in the King of Spajnes Cu- 
ſtome and Treaſury, whereof I will ſpeake hereafter, : 
But to cauſe the Handicrafts men of theſe Countries, to 


| haue good vtterance for their wares, and that in great aboun- 


dance, there ſhall no other ManufaQtures be ſcnt out of theſe 
Countries into 1nd, then ſuch as are made heere in theſe 
Countries. Whereby, and by other the like ordinances, the 
ſaid Lands willfloriſh, and be filled with Inhabitants. 

For that many Germaines, Eaft Countrey-men, Engleb-men, 
and diuers Netherlands would come hither,to dwell and place 
themſclues, in theſe vnited Prouinces, ſome in one, ſome in 
another, where they might beft ger their liuings ; yea, and out 
of Brabant and Fleunders, many would come hither, to bee 
eclcaſed of the Spaniſh yaake, whereby theſe Countries 
would abeund with people. And it is credible, that man 
Thouſands out of other Countries, would rather goc with 
their Wiues and Children into the weft 7nazes, then dwell 
ynder the Popiſh Gouerament, for that the voyage being 
ſhort, it may well bee endured by Womenand Children, 
as many goefrom thence into Spaine, and few Flcets goc rhe- 


e1er, but they take maiyy womenwith them; and this in truth 


were 


_ 
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* werenofſmall benefit, forhoneſtmen that feare God,, who in 
time of bad trading, haue no great imcanes to mainraine their 
houſholds, to prouide a Countrey forthem, where they may 
in good manner get their liuings, and dwell freely without 
burthen of conſcience,and carne their bread. ' 

That Sea-faring alſo ſhould hereby be much encreafed,and 
many Saylers thereby made, and ſill entertained, it may be 
ſufficiencly auerred, by that which is formecly-ſet downe, for 
that if the VVeſt Indian Trade for Salt and Hides, which wee 
haue vſed, hath maintained r00.ſhips, what would it be when 
we ſhould Trafficke (beſides the Salt) for Sugar,diuers kindes 
of Wood, Oyle, Wine,and other Wares? | his being a voy- 
age but of 4. 5: or fixe moneths to & fro, which many times 
we ſpend in a voyage to the Straights, or into Speize,& therg 
would be better allowance then. ordinary giuen to common 
Saylers. : 

| Againſtthis, firft it might bealledged,thathere in the land 
we hauenot men enough to ere Colonics in India, Second. 

Iy, that our Countrey men by reaſon of the heat in India, are 
not ſoable to endure the ayre nor labour, and that by reaſon 
thereof, they could not make fo much benefit as the Spaniards 
doe, that doc it onely by their Slaues.. Touching the firſt, it 
isalrcady parrly anſwered, by that I haue faid before; thar is, 
that by rcaſon of the great Trade,manyMarchants & Trades- 
men of other places would come hether : whereof ſome 
would goc from hence to India; and for ſuch as are fit for la- 

bouring, wee ſhall haue enough out of high Germanic, Den- 
marke , Eaſtland, and other Northerne Countries, who for 
the moſt part ate induſtrious people, which Countries are 
tenne times better peopled then Fp&ixe, and there many of the 
peoplcarc ſo poore, that they cannot liue in worſe ſtate (then 
they doc) by changing their Countrey ; beſides this, wee 
might get many Netherlanders out of Spaiwe, that know what 
benefit is to be made in India, whoalfo would be willing to 
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the Canarie Tlands ; ſo that we ſhould get men enough ourof 

other Countries, without emptying of theſe Countries, and 

thereby we might ina manner haue a two-fold Netherlands, 
both in Eaſt and Welt India. 

Touching the heat, which may be ſaid would hindervs, to 
dwell or lat our there, ſhew the contrary thereof, weeneede 
alledge nothing but experience, which hath taught vs, that 
the Netherlanders whereſocuer they come, whether itbe in 
Spatne, the Canarics, Barbarie, Guinea, orthe Eaſt and Weſt In- 
dies, ſurpaſſe all other men in taking paines. And if wee had . 
no othcr proofe then of the Salt , which is ferche out of the 
Veſt Indies in a moſt hote climate, which as I thinke, isthe 
greateſt labour thatis inall theworld, it were ſufficient to 
prouc it, and yet it hath not beene found , that in any ſhips 
that ſayled thether , they haue-euer left any of their men be 
hind them. And thoſe that once ſayled thether , haue many 
times gone thether againe. Wee :muſthalſo note, that the 
dayes andnights there, areof an equall length, and that the 
heat of the day, by reaſon of the long colde nights is much 
weakened , asalſo by meanes of the continuall Eaſt windes, 
which yearely blow there: the greateſt labour thar is to bee 
done in the Townes and Sugar Milles , may well bce done in 
the nighttime, and touching rilling of the ground, men haue 
time todocittrom fiue or fixe of the clocke in the morning, 

i rillren of the clocke : and after thatagaine after noone from 
if « three to ſixe orſeauen of the clocke in the euening, which is 
eight ornine houres inadiy, There alſo, all the yeare long a 
man may worke and labour in the fields: but here for the moſt. ' 
part we cannot, by reaſon of the cold and vntemperate wea- 
ther, the weather alſo many times 1s overcaſt, and then it is 
cold there alſo, and although it raines, yet that rainc hinders 
them not ſo much, as it doth in cold Countries. | 
To thinke that the Spaniards with their Slaues , doemore 
profit by their labour then wee, tharalſo is nor fo, for com- 
monly mcn ſay, that vnwilling Hounds catch bad _—— 
raat 
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charvnwilling labour brings A rofe, when men labour 
as long as you holde a ſticke ouer their backes, all that they 
doc is without induſtry, doing like Beaſts with great labour : 
one man of theſe Countries will rid more worke, then three 
Moores ſhall doe, which coſt them much money : and when 
they are vnwilling to labour, either they poyſon ihemſclues, 
or ſtarue for hunger to ſpite their Maſters, as knowing nC 0- 
ther meanes to ſpite and bercuenged on their Maſters, bue 
onely to make their maſters to looſe their money, and by 
that meancs often times fome man that by meancs of his 
Slanes was rich, in a ſhort time waxeth poore when they dye. | 
And when men looke into the great charges and cxpences | 
which the Portugales and Spaniards are pur vnto in their * | 
voyages too and fro, wee muft of force confefſe, that we gi- 
uing great dayes wages, ſhall ger more then they, although 
they ſhould haue their Slaues and Victuals for nothing. 

Heere I would now conclude, if it were nor that the great 
diſtruſt which onely is grounded vpon our ſmall might and 
power inreſpe& of our mighty Enemy, without any reaſon, 
makes you and ſome others diſcouraged,as I perceiue by your 
Letters, therefore to content and fatisfic you herein, I will 
begin ſomewhat higher, and yet briefly and thereby to gaine | 
better credit, and ro make your memory the frefher, ] will 
ſpeake ſomewhat of our former procecdings, andby a true re- 
lation approue it: then I ſay, touching our weakenefle, in re- 
ſpe of ſo powerfull an Enemy, wee confeſſe the ſame. But 
weare taught, by the holy Scriptures, Thar there is no diffe- 
rence with God to helpe men by great forces, or where ; 
their is but a ſmall power. 2.Chro.14.11, That Ifracll ſhould 
not brag and ſay, mine owne hand hath ſer me free. /ad.7.2, 

Soourvaliant Anceſtors in their greateſt need, when the 1: 
Duke of 4a ſought to deſtroy the floriſhing Netherlands, 
had their recourſe to the Lord of Sabothcs,which is aGod of | 
all power, and a prote@tor of thoſe that are oppreſſed, ſpeci- 
ally of thoſe that feare him with all their hearts, who therein 
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24) __ 
to this day, never failed in their hope; but were graciouſly. 
comforted. For it is knowne to cuery one, how that for the 
ſpace of 50.yeares together,whenall things wereat the worſt, 
the Gentlemen deſtroyed, ſome principall Lords beheaded, 
many thouſands ſpoyied,baniſhed, and runne away,the good 
Inhabitants purſes drawne dry, and the good Prince of fa- 
mous Zzemory gone out of the Countrey : the Spaniards be- 


4ag Maſters ouer a!l the Countrey, ſo that in mens opinions, 


wewer2all in a manner vtterly ouerthrowne, but that God 
(as Haid) putſuch couragious hearts and conſtant reſolutions 
into our Anceſtors, that they tooke on them to defend the 
Countrey, with body,liucs and goods, againſt ſo mighty a 
Potentare, with conſtant perſeucrance and proudence,as the 
truth of the cauſe (without the which there is no bleſſing to 
be expected at Gods hand) on our fide required, expecting 
and hoping that God would ſend vs a happy ifluc, as at this 
day it is manifeſt ynto all the world, and for the which wee 
praiſe God continually. 

Now ſet the preſent Rate of the Eaſt Indies beforeyour 
eyes, whereof I haue already ſpoken, and where wee in the be- 

inning had not one foote of Land, and at this day we haue 
| Inn Fortreſlcs, and hauc built a good ſtrong Towne, not. 
withſtanding that the Encmy there, farre ſurpaſſeth vs for 
powerand force, and the beſtand greatc@ Trafhcke, as alſo in 
Gutnis, iS NOW among Vs. 

Wherefore then thould wee doubt, to ſer a faft and firme 
foot in Veſt India, where many thouſand miles of Land are 
ycerreſting,wherein the Spaniards and Portugale neuer dwele 
nor Trade, and where there are yet many thouſand Indians, 
dcfire to haue fricndſhip and alliance with vs, as there are a- 
mong others the valiant Chileſians encmies to the Spaniards, 
by - An they were yet neuer wholly, ouercome. Thinke you 
that the Indians that remaine in Perto, Mexeco,gc. when the 
ſhall haue the leaſt occaſion , to make vic of our friend. 
ip, that they will negleQ or ouer-flip rhe ſame ? neg 
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therefore by Gods blefling and his iuft affiſtance, to hayvea 
happy and good ſuccefſe in our proceedings. | 

Befides the eftranging of the Indians, by meanes of che 
ſharpe goucrnment of the Spaniards, there is another occaſi- 
on ſprung vp,which may cauſe the Spaniards to doubt, that 
the Indies ſhalbe taken from them, if we once ſera foor there- 
in, that is, the eſtranging that ſpringeth from the Marriages 
that hauc there bin made betweene the Spaniards and the In« 


dian Women, and alſo betweene the Indians and Spaniſh 


women, from whence the Xeftzcos or halfe generations pro- 
| ceed, who cſtceme themſclues rather to be Indians then Spa- 

. niards,and for that caufe are more addicted to the jndjes their 

natiue Countrey,then to Spar. | | 

To giue you a better courageand liking of our weft Indian 
Trade, I will ſpeake ſomething of all the notable Victories 
. that we in former yeares, (by the helpe of God) haue gotten 
in the Exft Juates, which I will at large ſer downe for the ho- 
nour of God, as alſo to ſerue for a teſtimony of his Fatherly 
carc and fauour towards thoſe, that with all their hearts put 
their truſt and confidence in him. : 

Andreas ae Furtado de Mend3ze, Generall of the Spaniards 
 inEaſt India, having gathered a great fleet of Ships in Goa, 
Cochin, and Ma#acco, being 30. Ships, whereof $. were Galli- 
ons, and 22. Gallies and Fuſts well furniſhed, determined in 
Amno 1601. in the month of Auguſt, to befiege Bartow both 
by Water and by Land, thereby force to hinder our Trade, 
but _ hindered from the fame by ftormes and contrary 
windes that happened, he arrined before Zartam vpon the 
24. of Dtcember, the ſame day that wolfaret Hermans, with 
three Holland Ships and two Pinnaces by Gods wonderfull 
prouidence, alfo arriued there. It is a common vſe amon 
the Netherland ſhips, that when they haue paſt the Cape De 
bona Sperawce, they draw in their Ordnance, as thinking them 
from thence to the Straights of Sunex, to be needleſſe to be 
vied, and by that meancs had bin likely to havue fallen into the 
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hands ofthe ſaid Portugall Army, if God (a thing worthy to 
benored) had nor ſent them an vnexpeted meſſenger before 
hand, that made them acquainted with all that had bin done. 
This meſſenger was a man of Chine, who with his Boate came 
aboard of thoſe Ships, when they were out of fight of the 
Portugales,thinking to doe them a ſpeciall pleaſure and good 
ſeruice, thereby to giue them adviſe to ſkun the danger that 
they might fall into by meeting with that great Army. Our 
Ships to whom this meſſage was brought, were called the 
Gelderland,ot 5o0.Tonncs, the Zealazdof 400. tonnes, the Y- 
rrecht of 260.tonncs, the 2.Pinnaces, tht onewas 140.tonnes 
the other 56. tonnes, which ſayled out of the Tege/ in Aprill, 
1601. who in ſtecd of hoyling. vp of their Anckers, God gi- 
uing them courage, tooke another reſolution, for the Admi- 
rall aforeſaid,aſſoone as he vnderſtood that newes by the man. 
of Chjza,willed the Anchors to be caſt our,and calling the Of. 
ficers together, after they had made thcir prayers vnto God, 
they tooke counſell together what was beſt for them to doc, 
for the welfare of their {mall flecte, for the vpholding in time 
eo come of the Eaſt Indian Trade, and for the honour of the. 
Netherlanders : whereupon they fully determined and con- 
cluded,that confidering the waightincs of the bufines in hand,, 
whereon the preſeruation of Bawam conſiſted, or the vtter o- 
uerthrow thereof, whereby it was cuident what loſſe and hin- 
drance the vnited Prouinces might therby reape and ſuftaine, . 
truſting vato Godfor his mercifull ayde, they fully determi- 
acd valiantly to-fall ypon the Portugall army, therbyto driue: 
them fromthence, and vpon the ſamereſolution, preſently all. 
their Cabbens and other things that might hinder them were 
puld downe and caſt ouer-bord,to the end that when need re- 
quired, freely vſe their great Ordnance, and euery man perſo- 
ally ſtand to his defenetagainſtthe enemy as need required , 
The Ordnance being cleared, and all things ready prepared 
for ſucha fighe,being ſet in order, the next morning at two of 
neo dep ight, PCR Wands by live, they 
| a 
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of December , and about the fame time were in fight-of the 
Portugales, and aftcr they had fought cight dayes together 
with them, drauc them from-thence , and forced them torun 
away, their ſhips being ſhorthrough with the Ordnance, and 
fixe ſhips loſt, whereot two we tooke, they themſelues ſetting 
fire on two of them, and two were ſhot vnder-gronnd,& for 
our parts loſtþut one man, bur many hurt, ar:d with great ho- 
nour went backe to Bartram, wherein tew dayes they repaired 
their ſhips. Archis triumphant victory,not onely the Indian 
Kings and Princes , bur alſo the ghoſtly Father of his High- 
wn” pater lohy Nay (when hein Anno 1607. was in the Haze) 
much wondred, and finding occafion-to ſpeake with the Ger 
nerall wolfart Hermans, he asked him what moued him to be 
ſo hardy and bold, to ſervpon fo mighty a Pleet of ſhips, 


which for ſhips and men was three times ſtronger then his 


was, whereby it was apparant, thatboth heand his men were 
likely to be ſpoyled by them. He made him anſwere, that he 
was aſſured of Gods gracious ayde, who endowed them with 
ſuch manly courage , and that before they would haue per- 
mitted the Enemic to bee Maſters of them and their goods, 
they would haueſet fire on their powder, and at one inſtance 
would haue blowne their Encmies and themſclues vp into the 
ayre. I haue wtirteirthis battaile ſomewhat more at large, 
intending not to make rehearſall of the braue victory gotten 
by Xarelief before Malacca, and of Stephen YVerhaghes before 
Ambgns, &c. becauſe I will bee briefe , the honour onely be- 
longing vnto God, who giueth his ſeruants couragious hares 
ro cffeCt great matters, and to bring them to paſſe , co whom 
be praiſeand glory for euer Amen.. | 

Laſtly,you write that ſome men that liuc here in the Coun- 
trey,will be doubrfull ro truſt their mony in ſtrange elements, 
wherethe winde blowes it away, and whereof in long time, 
men ſhallnotheare againe. All theſe doubts, by that which 
is faid before, are ſufficiently _ away, but to ſuch as hauc 
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not read the Letters Patents madeand graunted to the Weſt - 
Indian Company, by the general! States, 1faid, You know 
how the Eaſt Indian Company began particularly withour 
any ayde from the Countrey,and with indiffercat benefit,and.: \ þ 
furtherance to the particular partners, by Gods bleſſing, Qill C 
continue the ſame, whereof the profit would haue beene two 
times greater, if they had not beene preſſed with exceſſiue 

reat charges, touching warre, for the maintainance of the 
Eaft Indian Trade, and the defence of themſclues and their 
allies. Whereas the Weſt Indian Company, are graunted a 
notable ayde to be ginen them by the genera!l States, in re- 
ſpec of their great charges, torthey are promiſed, that they 
will defend & protect their Company in their free Sea-faring 
and Trade, and to thatend helpthem with aſum of meney of 
ten 100. thouſand Gilderns,to be payd in fiue yeares, whereof 
the firſt 200.thouſand Gilderns thallbe furniſhed, as ſoone 
as the firſt paymeur among the partners ſhall be made, and 1 
when they haue furniſhed the halfe of the ſaid cen 100.thou- 
ſand Gildernes,they ſhall hauc their benefit of the gaine and 
profitas all other pattners in the ſaid Company ſhail haue, 
And further, when ſo cuer the matter within the limits of the 
Corpany.,ſhall proceed to an open war; the States promiſe 
to aydeche fameturther, with twenty Shippes, wellmounted - 
and appointed of all things, as alſo of brafle and other Ordi- 
nance,and a conuenient quantity of amunition,together with 
double ſayles, ropes, anchors, and other things accordingly, 
And that when theſe Countries are ſomewhat caſed of their 
great charges which now they arcat, and that the ſaid Com- 
pany ſhould happento bee put ro great charges, by reaſfonof 
warres,the ſa1d Company ſhould have anamends made them 
of the ſaid Subſidice, as much as the ſtare of the land would 
ermir. Vpon theſe benefits and graunts, without doubt ma- 
ny thouſafids will willingly contribute thereunto , ſpecially 
when they ſhall vnderſtand, that the Tradeto Guizeca and to 
the Salt Countrics,is alſo comprehended in the Welt Indian 
Company, 
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Company, which trades yearcly have made good returnes, as 
I kaucalrcady partly ſhewed , which alſo will partly lighten 
the burthen of the Company; whereof when the partners ſhal 
be well informed before,wherein (with this diſcourſe I wonld 
willingly ayde them)they wil the readilicr contribute, which 
by my telte Lhauve found: forbeing reſolued, (for the louc of 
my Country) to put in a portion, after that I wasberter infor- 
med of the matter, I doubled the ſame; And this is certaine, 
that there wil a great number contribute vnto tae fame,v. hoſe 
hearts are by God ſtirred vp thereunto,1. Sam.10.27.in the re- 
giſter whereot I hope your name will be one, although there 
ſhallnot want money for the erecting of this notable Compa- 
ny, forthe which ſo many thouſand good Patriots the laſk 
yeare did long and wiſh after: for it fome particular perlons, 
at their owne coſts & charges (as afore-ſaid) in time vt warre, 
raiſed furniſhed & ſer forward 140.great ſhips to ſayle South- 
ward to Gu/nea,Cuba,and Eſparicla,and ſtill kept them in Trade, 
How much greater then ſhall this Fleet be,(by Gods bleſſing) 
being endowed with ſo great furtherances and priuiledges,for 
the eaſe & benefit of the partners, by the general States:for the 
which preparation ſome other Common-wealths, and many 
thouſands, that are not of the vnited Netherlands, will partt- 
Cipate withvs, Ve mult alſo confider,that for the price thar 
one Eaſt Indian ſhip doth coſt toſer it out, &in 17. moneths 
brings home her returne, we may forthe mony ſet our 3.0r 4. 
Welt Indian ſhips, with hope of 2. returnes ina yeare, which 
{hippes may alſo be ſent out 12. voyages one afzer the other, 
without reparations, which will alſo cafe vs of a great part of 
our charges. . Now to conclude, | muſt anſwere you to your 
propoſition,of ſtrange elements, wherby you vnderſtand,that 
we ſhould both loſe our capitall & benefir all cogether, Intru- 
ſting ro the venture of the Seas,I beleeuethe laſt well, but that 
we ſhould loſe both capitall and profit by this-Eleer, I hope 
that God will never permitit, but thoſe that deliuer our their 
mcaryes for Ennerenet, or 
cy 


Ed (30) 

they ſomerimes ſubic co ſuch chance; ſpecially in time of 
warre: yea, and in time of peace itoften times falls out, that 
the honours in twenty yeares doe not recciue their principall 
money layd out for their deare bought lands , where men in 

time-of warre, by the Indian Trade, haue recciued five or fixe 
principall ſtockes, by the Spaniſh Trade men in time of peace 

yearely gayned 20. pro cemo , when their Trade proſpered, 

which profit che Indians and other Marchants, alſo intime of 
watre; by other Countries (as I ſaid betore)got out of Spine, 

and yet get alwayes the returne that ſhall come out of the 

Weſt Indies, will farre ſurpafſe others, when wee ſhall haue 

planted ſome Colonies there (as wee hope we ſhall) and ir is 

Ry thouſand Indians,will ioyne with vs,and 

deliuer the hill of Porofy and other places , (where the Mynes 

_ of gold andfiluer arc) vnto vs: yet if this at thefirſt will nor 

. fall out ſo, wee will gladly conteart our 1ſclues with the other 

rich commodities and great — » which ir ſhall pleaſe 

God to ſend vs, wherewith thoſe Countries aboue all others 

are richly furnithed, as we at large haue alrcady ſhewed. 

This is that which I thought good to write, for an anſwere 
wvnto your queſtions afore-ſaid , and other doubts by you 
made, nothing doubting bur that all good Patriots, that de+ 
fire the good, bencfir, and proſperityot our natiue Country, 
willnotar any time take on them, with a good conſcience, to 
ſpcake or gine counſell to leaue off the Eaſt and Weſt Indian 
Trades, that wee may hoJd and enioy an vncertaine Spaniſh 
Trade, notthat wee doe not in any fort long and wiſh after a 
godly, vpright, generall, and continuall peace : but becauſe 
we deſire not vader the ſhew thereof,to be decciued, Alwaics 
the neceſſity of the ſaid Indian Trades, for two reaſons is ſpe- 
cially thought conuenient. The firſt, that the free Nether- 
Lands confidering their cituation, and the manner of living 
ved by the Inhabiranes thereof , cannot continue in their 
Aouriſking ftare and welfare, wherein (notwithſtanding the 
'warre) they now are, if their Ships, rich Haucns, _ Sea- 
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faring men, and rich Marchants Towne, haue not free Trade 
and crafficke at Sea, The fecond conſidering the King of 
l Spaines might and riches, in all reſpets, the Netherland Pro- 
uinccs muſt be perſwaded, that there is no betrer mcancs in 
the world to be found, whereby to be releaſed of that conti- 
nuall feare, then to vnderminethe foundation of his great ri- 
ches to bereauc him ofa good deale of his Eaſt and Veſt In- 
dian Trade, In ſuch manner, that by mcancs of the fire in the 
Eaſt and Weſlt Indies fo kindled, the Spaniards ſhall in ſuch 
manner decline, that all the world ſhall warme it (clfe by that 
fire, for thar the Marchants thereby, vpon the eclipſe of the 
Spaniſh Trade, will disburſe no money before id . 

And although the fuſt nec: flity of the Trafficke \be- 
yound Scas, may by ſome be contradifted and anſwered in 
this manner, that ic followeth not thereupon,that we muſt of 
force Tratficke inro /nd/s, bur rather if we haue peace, we 
might ”=__ haue and v{c our olde Trade into Spaize, where- 

unto,although before I made anſwer to the ſame,yer for ſome 
Pans reaſons, I will again= repeat them, that it may the 

etrer be vnderſtood, and briefly ſaid, Firſt that the Spaniſh | 
Trade, cannot be aflured vnto vs, for that the Spaniards by a | 
hundred wayes will finde mcanes (whereunto they will noc 
want pretences) to make it vnproficable for vs, as b his Im- 

fitions, Toles and Proclamations,as of late yearcs itappea- 

red, Secondly, it is altogether dangerous, for that if the E- | 
nemy hath any great enterpriſe in hand, by that meanes (woe 
hauing put our ſelues into the handsand power of our recon- 
ciled Encmy,) he may not onely haue many hundred thou- | 
and meanes to hinder vs,but aydehimſelfe by our Ships, Or- 
dinance and Saylors in great numbers, ro our great detri- 
ment, which Spaniſh Trade alſo, notwichſtanding,in time of 
Warre, by mcanes of the Engliſhand Frenchmen, we haue v- 
ſed with indifferent good gaine; therefore it is altogether to 
be difliked, and not conucnicnt for vs, vpon ſuch cearmes to 
ucatc with the Spaniard, 
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Butnow my Lords the Eh. generall vpon premeditated 
ripe deliberation and good aduiſe, ( without donbr by the 
good prouidence of God ) haue generally graunted the eff \- 
Indian Trade to goe forward, and haue endowed the ſame 
vw.th notable priviledges, whereunto many good Patriots ac- 
cording to their mcanes, haue willingly begun to contribute. 
The Spaniards will not ceaſe to vſe a thouſand praftiſes, to 

fruſtrate and make voyde the faid States good reſolutions, ei- 
ther by ſome Marchantsor other Fauorites, whom they wil 
ſeeke to ſtroake with the golden Raffe of Pers, yet with thoſe 
that are good and honeſt, to no end, who for no worldly re- 
ſpec will be moued vnto ſo hurtfull and diſhonorable reſolu 
tion, being aſſured, that atthe laſt, rhereby will enſue the ſub- 
uerſton of this great ſtatc,and conſequently of all their Allies 
and adherents. 

But now ſome men will ſay , that wee ought to keepe in 
our Countrey, without ſeeking to extend our commaund by 
Colonies beyond the Seas, that wee may keepe and defend 
that we haue. That is but a bad counſell, for his power, by 
our Trade in Eff 7ndi (as aforciaid) 1s much __ and if 
God (whom we muſt pray vnto for that grace) will gue vs a 
good ſuccefle in the weft Juares, hee will without doubt deſire 
Peace with vs, which for our ſecurity hee will religiouſly 
keepeand maintaine, onely not to loſe a great part of his In. 
dian reuenue, whereunto we haue good hope, for the reaſons 
before,at large by vs ſet downe, _ | 

Then hauing ſhewed,how che{& Countries, by the trade be. 
yond the Seas, (by Gods blefſing)haue euenin the middle of 
their VVars encreaſcd in Trade, people, & wealth, (which are 
the Sinewes of this Common-wealth) ſo wee muſt confefle 
that the Ext Indjan Trade, hath wrought two notable effedts, 
Ic hath incrcafed the meanes of our natiue Countrey, withno 
fmall decreaſing ofthe Spaniſh Trade in Eaſt 1wdizs. For the 
which,God is eternally to bee praiſed, and hauing alſo ſhew- 
ed, that yer better ſucceſle by the ret Indian Trade, is (by 

S 


Gods 
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Gods bleſſing) tobe expetted, "Then all good Patriots ought 
to encourage one the other, ({ceing that they cannot better 
imploy their money, for more and greaterreputation for the 
Countrey thenſo) liberally to contribute their money for 
the ſetting forth of this Fleet in 3. payments, whereof the firſt 
ſhall be payed the laft of Nouember, which next vnto God, 
will bea ſoucraigne mcancs to holde the Enemy in ballance, 
and keepe vs and all our neighbours and friends, in peace 
without any feare, if in mans [udgement and conſideration, 
there be any ſecurity to be had. | 

Tu conclude, I beſecch God, to be pleaſcd to hold his Ho- 
ly handouer this Fleet, and to firengthen it with his ayde,and 
fo co direct it, that thereby our Encmies may be weakened 


and onerthrowne, and wee ſtrengthned and made powerfull, 


and yet neuerthelefſe not to embolden our ſclues vpon our 
owne power, but onely to reſt ypon God, and with humble 
hearts and bend:d knees to thanke him for the fame,and com- 
mir our ſelues to his Fatherly proteAion. Commending the 
Lords the generall States, his Excellency the Prince of O- 
rage, and all other Noble perionages, and valiant Souldicrs 
vi.to God, | 


Valk _s 


Pritten in haſt the Flrſt of September, 1 6 2.1. 


(34) 
And to ſhew our B&1auiexs in Eaſt India, in the beginning 
haue bin entertained of Kings and Princes, notwithſtanding ity 
che Portugales and leſuites, fought to hinder the ſame, with ' 
fome of them, by ſcandalous reports. You may reade the 
Covpic of a Letter that S/igreur Areret ter Grotenhuyſe a Mar- 


chant and partner Wrote vato Mr. N. N, from Amſterdam, 
Ann», 1610.the 29. of Iuly, as followeth, 


Ood Friend, having read the Letters that came out of 
H Eaft India,and examined the Commiſſioners, I chought 
' — good to make you perticipant thereof, which is, jt 
the Admirall7erhoeffthinking it expedient co-ſend two Ships 
(namely the Zzon with piles, and the Gr;/on, which hee had left 
there for the Defence of Jhoor) to the Ifland of 74pay, there 
to obtaine Licence of the Empcrour freely to Trade, and to 
make a ContraQ with 1. touching the ſame, according to 
the Letters by the Prince of Orawge- written vnto the ſaid 
King, andthe infiru&tions of the Partners to that end alſo gi- 
nen. And afſoone as thoſe Ships had received thoſe Letters 
and Commiſhon from the Admirall, they hoyſed vp their 
Anchors before Boozand ſet ſayle, holding their courſe to F«- 
Faw, and taking in ſome Silke, vnwrought, Silke ſtuffes, and 
ſome Pepper, in the beginning ot une Aznz, 1609. they ſay- 
lcd to /apey, and ypon the Firſt of lnly anchorcd before " 4 
Towne of Firando, lying vader the height of 33.Degrees, and 
20.minutes, where our men were well and friendly received 
and entertained by the Gonernour, and Magiſtrates of the 
place, and for that the Gouernour of that part of the Coun. | 
trey Was in fewe dayes after ro goe vnto the great Empe. 
rour to ſalute him, (which throughout all the Kingdome 
once a yeare is to bee done by cucry Gouernour) they 
perſwaded our Committee, that hee ſhould alſo preſently 
goe thither with him, that ſo the Portugalcs and leſuites, | 
that reſide in 7&ge/acke about cighteene mules from Farando, 
NE might 
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might not prevent them, nor poder intheir fure, which our 
Committees conſidering of,made preparation to goe, hauing 
firſt gotten letters of commendation from the Gonernour of 


Furando, and taking ſome preſents with them, ſet forward on 
their iourncy, accompanied with a Nctherlander called 2e/. 
<hicr vanSandiwvore, that had dwelt tenne or twelne yeares in 
that Countrey, and was leit of Afahers Fleet, with about ten 
perſans more, and could {peake Spaniſh very well, and alſo 
ten or twelue perſons of good quality , that were appointed 
to goe with them, that no hurt mightbe done vnto them by 
the way, and ſo trauailed for the ſpace of 14.dayes by warer, 
and eight dayes on horſcbacke by land , abour 3oo. miles, 
paſſing through many faire built and well inhabired Townes, 
where in cuery place they were well and honourably entertai- 
ned, till at laſt they came to a great faire Towne, wherein the 


great King or Emperour of /apax holds his Court,where they- 
preſcntly addreſſed themſelnesvnto,and had audience of two» 


great Lords neere attending vpon the King , who forthwith 
rought them into the Kings preſence , and got audience for 
them, where they were moſt friendly welcommed and enter- 


tained both by the ſaid rwo Lords, andthe King , and hauing. 


ſhewed the cauſe of their comming, and bufinefle with the 
King, and deliuered the Preſents and Letters of Prince Mar- 
ricevnto him , the Emperour ſhewed thema moſt friendly 
countenance, telling them, that hee liked well of their com- 
ming with their Shippesand of themſclues, asking after the 


mannerand cituation of our Countrey , and what manner of 


man our Prince was, of whom by the men that were of Aa- 
chiems Ships, he had formerly heard much ſpeaking, and alſo 
had heard of the valour of our men, inthe bartailes fought by 
our Ships in India, againſtthe Portugales, ſpecially of thoſs 
of Me/wco, ſaying that he was ſorric that our Ships arriued 
not in ſome Hauen neerer vnto his Court, that he might ſhew 
vs greater courteſic, and ſo graunted vs our requeſt, for free 
trading and commerſe in his Country and whole Kingdome, 
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and for that he vnderſtood that no agreement could be made 
betweene vs and the Portugales, hee graunted vs therefore as 
free licence to traftique Ws. negotiate in his Countrey,asany 
oi his owne people and ſubiects haue. Three dayes before the W 
artiuall of our Committces there, ſome Portugales and le- 
"ſuites were come to the Court, ving all the meanes they could 
to make. vs diſtaſtiull to the King , and co hinder vs from ha- 
uing acceſſevnto the Emperour, but all in vaine ; for that be. 
before we came, they ceuld get no audience of the great per. 
ſonages, nor yet of che Emperour: and after that our men 
had beene 10. dayes at the Court, and there feene greac mag- 
- nificence, riches, and glorious ſhewes,they obtayncd lycence 
of the Empcrour to depart, who gaue them an open Letter 
writcen vnto the Prince of Oraxge, invapan language , brauely 
ſcaled vp, and to the end that wee ſhould know the contents 
of theſaid Letter: it was by one of the Iapeners read ynto ys, 
and pur into Dutch by fourc or fiue of our Nation , the con- y 
tents thereof being as followeth, I Emperour and King, &c. 
our men cannot ſuthciently ſer dowvne the firtillity and truir. 
fulacſſc of che Countrey, abounding inRice, Whear, Goats, | 
a.ggreat number of dried and freſh Fiſh : all kiades of trees, 
and fruits of the carth, as Apples, Oranges, Lemonds, and 
many other fruits, which are common with vs. They haue 
good policy and lawes in their Countrey, they are a kinde of 
witty and courrcous people, amongſt them hauing many rich 
men which are Heathens, onely about Hageſar,where the Por. 
tugales dwell , there are ſome Chriſtians. This land buyeth 
many kinde of Manufactures of our Countrey,and hath good 
ſore of gold and filuer, many rich Mynes of Copper,and Rill 
more and morearc found: the Emperours reuenew of Gold 
and Rice is innumerable, our men vnderfſtood by thoſe of 74- 
$4», and alſo by the Netherlands, that the Tower in the Caſtle 
was full of Plate, Gold and Siluer, in ſuchgreat pieces, that 
ten men could hardly lift them. | 


They allo faid, rhat the Countrey lycs much more Nor. 
| cherly 


therly rhen it is ſet downe in bo. - Cards, and that ic reacherh 
about 23. degrees, and 48. minutes more Northerly, it is full 
of diuers Townes z ſo thatas you traue!l through the Coun- 
trey, euery three or foure miles you ſhall finde a Towne, be- 
fides the Villages that lie berwecne them, Ir js full of hills, 
which from the bortome to the top are fruitfull, as alſo faire 
flat valleyes, many riuers, ponds and pooles. The Emperour 
hath 66. Kings vnder him, heeisa man of about 60. yeares 
old, and two ycares agoe hee cauſed his fonne to be crowned, 
which hath his Court at Ecex,lying vpon a faire riuer, about 
three miles broad. , 

And ſo hauing beene tenne dayes inthe Court, they went 
againeto their Ship lying at Firazao: and after they had there 
hired a houſe for our men, vpon the x. of Oftober 42», 1609. 
they departed from thence, leauing one Jaques Phillips there 
for their chicte Marchant, one vnder Factor, and three more, 
in all five perſons,with an indifferent ſtocke: and from thence 
ſer ſayle for Pataua, where they tooke in more Pepper, raw 
Silke, and Silke Clothes , and with it returned home into the 

Netherlands, arriuing heere with all their men whole 

and ſound ypon the 20. of Iuly, hauing loſtbut 
three men that were ficke anddycd in 
the voyage, from /apan. 
hether, &c. 
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